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Pro-gay
teaching
imperils
funds

Senate vote sends
schools a message

By Carol Innerst
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Senate last night voted
63-36 to cut off federal funds to any
school district that teaches accep-
tance of homosexual lifestyles.

Twenty-three Democrats joined
40 Republicans to pass the pro-
posal put forth by Sen. Robert C.
Smith, New Hampshire Republi-
can, and Sen. Jesse Helms, North
Carolina Republican. )

Mr. Smith said school districts
use the money to buy books and
other materials that are “so
graphic and sp disgusting that I
can’t display them here on 'the
floor of the United States Senate”
Tom Hodson, Mr. Smith’s legis-
lative director, said, “A number of
parents from New Hampshire and
elsewhere brought materials to
the senator’s office that their chil-
dren had received in schools, and
when he read the materials he de-
cided he had to do something
about it.”
Some of the material was aimed
at 3- to 8-year-olds, he said.
The House included a similar
amendment when it passed the
Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act. Differences between
the two versions will have to be
worked out by a conference com-
mittee before the bill can be
signed into law by President Clin-
ton. A House challenge is ex-
pected, and House-Senate confer-
ees could eliminate it altogether.
Mary Cummins, a member of
School Board 24,in the New York
City borough of Queens, cheered
the proposal’s passage. “If a child
is taught every day about the ac-

violates the child’s First'Amend-
ment Rights,” she said. “I will
teach tolerance of everybody, not
acceptance of everybody.”

Mrs. Cummins was president of
the school board when New York
Schools Chancellor Joseph Fer-
nandez tried to force the schools to
teach elementary schoolchildren
to accept "homosexual lifestyles
through two,books, “Heather Has
Two Mommies” and “Daddy’s
Roommate,” which depict female
and male homosexual couples in
family settings with children. ~ -
She refused to teach.the cur-
riculum. The ensuing row led to
the firing of Mr. Fernandez as
chancellor of the nation’s largest
school district and helped fuel
support for the bill.

The bill also signaled a rebellion
against “President Clinton’s idea
of comprehensive health educa-
tion as promoted by [Surgeon Gen-
eral] Joycelyn Elders,” said John
Mashburn, an aide to Mr. Helms.
He said there’s “lots going on un-

ceptability of homosexuality, that. |
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wire service reports.

‘public schools on an experimental

called the “disgusting, obscene
material that’s laid out before

debate on reauthorization of the

see SCHOOLS, page AI3 s




